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MANET'S "THE MENDICANT." 

The Institute has just acquired by purchase 
a large picture by Edouard Manet, called 
"The Mendicant." It represents a beggar, 
standing against a dark atmospheric back- 
ground; the figure is stooping slightly, the 
heavy hands in an attitude of solicitation, the 
beard grizzled, the eyes strangely set. The 
browns, grays and blue of the ragged cloth- 
ing are wonderfully rendered, and the general 
tonal relations are maintained in Manet's 
characteristic manner. While scarcely to be 
called a beautiful picture, it is of great techni- 
cal interest. 

At no time a prolific painter ( Manet left a 
comparatively small cumber of completed 
pictures; most of these are listed in M. 
Duret's excellent work, "Manet and the 
Impressionists," and they do not often come 
into the market. An examination of the 
records of the English and American sales of 
recent years shows that few of these pictures 
have changed hands, though some important 
examples have recently been acquired by 
German museums at very high prices. Manet 
is represented in the Luxembourg by pictures 
which have exercised a great influence upon 
modern painting, and by two distinguished 
examples, " The Boy with the Sword " and 
"Young Woman in White," in the Metro- 
politan Museum, New York. 



The Trustees have voted to devote a part 
of the income of the Ferguson Monument 
Fund to a memorial of the miners who lost 
their lives in an attempt to rescue their com- 
rades at Cherry Valley, Illinois, November 
13, 1909. This memorial will be placed 
upon the West Side, and will probably take 
the form of a fountain. 



COLLECTION OF AMERICAN COVERLETS. 

A gift of much interest to lovers of indus- 
trial art has recently been received by the Art 
Institute, Dr. F. W. Gunsaulus having pre- 
sented thirty Colonial coverlets which might 
almost be called early American tapestries. 
They are in unusually perfect condition and 
almost all of them are signed by the maker 
with the date of weaving. One of the rarest 
samples of weaving is known as the "La Fay- 
ette coverlet." It was made in 1824 in one 
piece on the largest American loom, and was 
woven in honor of Gen. La Fayette's coming 
to this country. Another one is the "Wash- 
ington coverlet" signed by J. Cunningham, 
Hartfoid, Oneida County, New York, 1841. 
Both of these are in the celebrated blue and 
white wool which was carded and spun and 
woven by the same person. A wonderful red 
and white is signed by A. W. Vanderen, Avon, 
1845. Among the well known patterns in 
this collection is the Bird of Paradise pattern, 
Eagle pattern, Wreath and Flowers, Snow- 
ball, etc. Such coverlets were not made 
after 1861, but less important copies of these 
original and quaint patterns are now being 
made in Tennessee and Massachusetts. This 
collection will be invaluable to students and 
teachers of weaving and history. 



A very successful course of lectures was 
given Thursdays in January and February by 
Miss Stella Skinner, University Guild Lecturer 
of Principles of Art, Northwestern University, 
on "Historic Styles and Periods in Furniture, 
in relation to Modern Homes." The subject 
is one not usually taken up in a comprehen- 
sive way, and Miss Skinner's talks were of 
great interest, clearly expressed and ade- 
quately illustrated. 



